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Introduction

In October 2000 a number of past pupils of Drumany National School gathered together to explore the setting up of a committee
to organise a Re — union of past pupils of Drumany School. It was a common aspiration that a school Re - union be held and so a
committee was formed, Chairperson: Patrick Egan, V Chairman: Michael Joe Gaffney, Correspondence Secretary: Bridie Darcy Boyle,
Recording Secretary: Andrew Redican, Ass. Secretary: Brendan Keegan, Treasurers: Sean Mc Loughlin and Michael Joe Gaffney,
Committee Members: Patrick (Sonny) Mc Loughlin, Anselmn Reynolds, Vincent O’ Rourke, Seamus Redican, and Peader Gibbons.
One brave woman and ten men!

The committee was unanimous that we should produce a book that would suitably commemorate this very special weekend in our
lives. In it we should record the history of the school and enshrine the folklore that our teacher, Patrick Reynolds so generously
shared with his pupils. Above all it was the desire of all present that we should invite past pupils and teachers to retrace their foot-
steps down memory lane and from the mists of time recall and retrieve the memories and stories and dreams that we shared. In this
way we may capture in print and picture and celebrate those precious days that had such a powerful and enduring influence on our
lives.

The production of the commemorative book was a huge task. but also z labour of love. Drumany School Re - union committee
acknowledge with grateful appreciation all those who contributed in any way to this publication. We have endeavoured to accommo-
date everyone who contributed. We have made every effort to avoid any errors or omissions and apologise sincerely for any mis-
takes that may have occurred.

A special word of thanks to John Flynn Drumkeerin for assistance in lay out anc also to Maura Reynolds for cover design.

It was immensely gratifying to read that the memories were being recallec with such affection, appreciation and pride.

Andrew Redican Editor.
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Back Row Left to Right: Anselm Renolds, Vincent O'Rourke, Sean McLoughlin, Micheal Joe Gaffney,
Seamus Redican.

Front Row Left to Right: Patrick Egan, Bridie Darcy Boyle, Andrew Redican, Patrick McLoughlin,
Brendan Keegan & missing from photo Peador Gibbons.
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Chairman’s Address

In November 2000 a meeting was called in Fenagh Community Centre with a view to organising a reunion of
Drumany National School. As a number of local schools had already had their reunions, it was felt that Drumany
should do likewise,

After a number of meetings a committee was formed. It was an honour and a privilege to be appointed as
chairman. Our committee met every two weeks rotating between the houses of committee members. | would

like to thank all concerned for their warmth and hospitality on these occasions. We worked extremely well as a
team and we had some memorable nights reminiscing. Our first objective was a visit to the library in Ballinamore
to check out old roll books. [t was a most memorable and enjoyable night and really got our interest going. We
then set to work collecting name and addresses to contact our past pupils.

We wish to thank Sean O'Sullivan and Mrs Gilheaney, Ballinamore library, for their courtesy and help that night and
ON NnuMerous other occasions.
We wish to thank John Ellis T.D. and Gerry Reynolds T.D. for their sponsorship of postage Etc.

| would like to express a special word of thanks to - Andrew Redican for all his dedicated work. searching through
the archives for school history and making contact with past teachers etc.

Bridie Darcy Boyle, our hardworking secretary for her knowledge and contacts and her very detailed report at
meetings. Sean Mc Loughlin and Michael Joe Gaffney, joint treasurers, for all their hard work in taking care of finances.

A special word of thanks to my other fellow committee members — Brendan Keegan, Anselm Reynolds, Seamus
Redican, Vincent O'Rourke, Patrick (Sonny) Mc Loughlin and Peadar Gibbons.

We wish to thank all that contributed to the Re-union financially and otherwise.

We also wish to thank — Rev. Fr Francis Doyle PP, for officiating of our Mass and the use of the Community centre.
Fenagh G.A.A. Club for the use of the park.

Giesela and Heinz Adam, present owners of the school for making it available.

Our local publicans, Paddy Mc Cann and Tommy Flynn, for the use of their premises.

Tommy Moran, Noel Sweeney and Seamus Gallagher for performing at fundraising events.

This is a weekend for memories, for re-kindling friendships and restoring contact with the past. | would like to
welcome home all past pupils and their families and hope that everyone will have an enjoyable time.

We will remember all those who for one reason or another are unable to attend. | hope fond memories remain
with us for a very long time to come.

Cead Mile Failte Roimh Gach Duine.

Pat Egan (Chairman).

Acknowledgements

The Committee wishes to thank all those who contributed financially and otherwise to making this publication and
School Re-union, which we hope will be a huge success. The Committee would also like to thank the present own-
ers of the School Giesela and Heinz Adam for making the premises available. Thank you also to our printers
Craftsman Press for their Co-operation and expertise.
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Drumany National
School 1864 - 1972

(Andrew Redican)

- According to Appendix to Second Report From the Commissioners
of Irish Education Enquiry 1826 there were seven pay schools in the
parish of Fenagh. Most probably these pay schools were hedge
schools, for the Irish national school system was not set up until 1831,
two years following Catholic Emancipation.

So in 1826 these schools, and possibly a fourth served the pupils of
the area, later to be served by Drumany National School. Castlefore
- Leamonish School was described as "Small cabin mud and thatched.
cost 2£€ .5s. .6d" to construct. The teacher was Martin Mc Cabe and
his total annual income was £25-0s-0d. The school in Curragh- gowly
was described as "Small and bad, cost £2-0-0". Francis Whelan was
teacher with an income of £18-0-0. In Corroborick the school was
"Small, mud and thatched , cost £3-0-0 lent by Pk Muldoon". Teacher
was Michael Flynn with £12-0-0 income.

Another school was sited in "Drumrush”. It was described as "bad.
built of mud, cost 4£-105.-od, lent by Thomas Mc Earl". The teacher
was Gerald Hennessy with 12£-05-od income. This school could
have been in Drumroosk North or Drumroosk South.

There is no further record of these
schools in the documentation
available. Since the department of
Education have no records of their
existence, it is most probable that
these schools did not become part
of the Irish National School System
set up in 1931.

The first documented evidence of
Drumany National School is to be
found in an application by Rev. J.
Briody to the commissioners
requesting the Board to take over
the school which it did on 3rd
February 1865. The Board records
state that the date of the establish-
ment of the school was 5th
October 1864. This was a consid-
erable time lag from 1831 when
Irish National School System was
set up.

MICHEAL MCKEON, The Main
Contractor who built Drumany.

On the 3rd February there was an application also for approval of
Thomas Early as teacher from |st August 1865. On the 2nd October
1866 Mary Ann Roddy commenced as work mistress and junior
assistant having brought samples of "plain needle work, rumbling and
cutting out” to the manager Rev. John Bohan.

The First Drumany School

First established on the 5th October 1864 it was most probably sited
where the late Master Reynolds home was situated. The school was
27'-6" by |1'-9" by 8' - 0" in height. It was a one room school. In
October 1866 the pupil enrolment was 63 male and 63 female - a
total of 126 pupils in a school room smaller than many modern sitting

rooms! The first principal and assistant were Thomas Early and Mary
Anne Rodd

Thomas Early's term was shortlived. He
was succeeded by James Cafferty on 31-
1-1866 - |0th October 1906 when he
was succeeded by John Flynn Selton,
Gorvagh. James Cafferty's teaching
career was by all accounts, most eventful,
if not at times turbulent. The school
Inspectors were most officious and most
demanding, apparentiy

having scant consideration of the

cramped conditions and very limited
material resources that prevailed. A
short extract from one report will illus-
trate the unreal expectations of the
Inspector,

L T :

JOHN MURRAY, Stone

Mason and Plasterer
at Drumany.

"Pupils not trained in habits of indus-
try... untidy at writing, supplied with
un-ruled slates and stumps of pencils

and crowded together”

Mrs Maguire succeeded Mary Anne Roddy as
assistant on 3rd April 1869. She appears to
have taught with James Cafferty until July. 1878.
On 25th July 1878 Rev. . Briody PP made an
application to the Board of Commissioners to

PADDY DUIGNAN,

Tradesman ‘
at Drumany. approve Honona McCarten as assistant. In his

request ne stated that she was eighteen years

ang Not trained.

The Second Drumany School

The enrolment at the school had grown to a staggering total of 151
(86 male. 65 female). This was a phenomenal increase when one
considers the Post Famine population decline and emigration. The
records show that an application for a new school considered by

the Board of Commissioners on 26/1 1/1878.

There was also "a

etter from them offering to place in the hands of the Commissioners
a sum of money to be placed in a fund to produce 5s -od a year
during the years of lease".

The Commissioners replied "The Commissioners cannot take charge
of a sum of money to be invested for the purpose stated .. and his
application cannot been entertained except on the condition that
two solvent persons execute a bond indemnifying the Commissioners
and the site against any claim for rent".

The obstacles were resolved and the
new school opened as a National
School on the |3th October 1879.
This school house was the building
re-constructed into a dwelling house
by Master Reynolds following the clo-
sure of the school in 1932, It was
one room school 36 feet by |8 feet
by |3 feet six inches in height.

The furniture was as follows;

No of Desks 2, forms 6, length 6
feet.

Separate forms 2, length |2 feet.

e

3y 4 James Cafferty and Honoria Mc
. o Cartan (who became Mrs Beirne and
lived at Drumlaheen) taught in this

St new school until 1906 and |92 |
JOHN Fg::.l;:;"cwn respectively.
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An Irish Stew

Like Mr Cafferty Mrs Beirne was frequently in the firing line of
the Inspectors. 1909 was a remarkable year for the amount of
writing and energy expended in correspondence between the
Office of National Education and the school manager Rev. |.
Macken and the school Inspector regarding the introduction of
cookery on the curriculum of Drumany National School. It is
quite evident that the teacher and the Rev. Manager were
most reluctant to comply with the wishes of the Office of
Education. Could you blame them? Imagine trying to teach
cookery in the conditions that prevailed - a one room school,
two teachers, open fires and no running water! The whole
year the letters went back and forth. Fr. Macken pleaded on
the 30th August 1909 that there was no money and the

"Assistant teacher cannot be expected to supply it
from her small income. The manager has not funds
for such purposes and it would be useless to ask the
parents of the children”.

~ That letter seems to have put the lid on the boiling stew pot
and it was allowed to simmer out into the record books.

John Flynn had succeeded James Cafferty in 1906. Brigid
Keaveney was appointed Assistant on the retirement of Mrs
Beirne in 1921. John Flynn arrived with an impressive reputa-
tion having "raised two schools from very low to moderately
high standards", havihg taught in Belmullet Boys school | Ith
July 1904 to January 1905 when he took up appointment as
Principal teacher in Newtownforbes Boys School. Brigid
Keaveney, later to be fondly remembered as Miss Keaveney or
Mrs Mulligan went on to teach in the Third and new Drumany
National School until 25th July 1944. Having taught for twenty
three years in Drumany Mrs Mulligan had the second longest
service as Assistant Teacher in the school.

In 1927 Patrick Reynolds succeeded John Flynn as Principal.
Mr Flynn went to take up a teaching appointment in
Ballinaglerea. Having taught for over five years in the second
Drumany National School which closed in 1932, Patrick
Reynolds has the distinction of teaching in a school house that
was later to become his residence.

The Third Drumany School

By 1931 the old school was very run down. Building com-
menced on the Third and last Drumany National School. The
very impressive new school was officially opened following the
Easter Holidays on the |9th April 1933. What a change it
must have been for teachers and pupils coming from a one
room school where teachers taught at each end

of the room? The school was also very dilapidated. With two
classrooms, two hallways and cloakrooms, dry outside toilets
and a fuel store the teachers and pupils must have felt that
they were in palatial surroundings.

Patrick Reynolds was to be Principal in this school until his well
deserved retirement in July 1963. Mrs Mulligan was to teach
there for a further eleven years.

'1

e & 0 B N G PP

'J!H'ls‘ i JE

The next two decades saw nine Assistant Teachers filling the
role that had only two teachers in almost seven decades. Miss
Dympna Burke succeeded Mrs Mulligan in October 1944.
Kathleen Neary followed her in March 1946. Next came
Maureen Kilcoyne in March 1948. The following May twelve
months Sinead Kenny commenced teaching in Drumany. She
was to teach for more than five years before going on to take
up work elsewhere in October 1954. Eibhilin M. McGuinness
followed Miss Kenny and taught untl April 1956.

In July 1956 Maura Reynolds eldest daughter of Master
Reynolds formed a father and daughter partnership which was
to last until July 1961. Kathleen Agnes Dorris commenced
teaching the following September. The following July Anna
Reynolds and Master Reynolds formed the second Father -
Daughter partnership which was to end in July 1963 when
Master Reynolds took a well earned rest after thirty six years
of inspired and dedicated teaching service in Drumany.

Anna succeeded her father as Principal. At twenty years of
age she was one of the youngest principals in Ireland. She was
also the first female principal in Drumany and most regrettably
the last Principal for the school shut its doors on the 21 st
December 1972.

When Anna Reynolds succeeded her father as Principal in July
1963 Carmel Melia, Boneil commenced her tragically short
teaching career as Assistant in Drumany school.

The two young teachers, full of youth and life, innovation and
enthusiasm, heralded a new dawn of learning in Drumany
School. it must have been very strange for the older puplls,
returning in September, to find that the ever so familiar Master
Reynolds was no longer there and probably strangest of all to
find no male teacher in the school. Another chapter was being

opened in the long and illustrious history of Drumany National
School.

However, the beauty awakened in that new dawn was never
allowed to fully blossom to its full magnificence. Mercilessly its
was cut down on a cold and sad November Day 1972 with
the tragic and untimely death of Carmel Melia (R..F).

There is no room for sentiment in the Dept. of Education.
With cynical opportunism they signed the death certificate for
Drumany School on 21st December 1972, The pupils were
bussed to Fenagh in January 1973 and the door closed on an
era that lasted from 1864 to 1972,
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CASTLEFORE

BY BRENDAN CAFFERTY (Ballina)

First of all it 1s a great honour to be asked to pen a few lines for the
Drumany school reunion magazine. Seeing one's national schoo
closed and in my case, the Secondary School | attended in Carrick
On Shannon also gone, one's sometimes feels like a "stateless" per-
son. | must therefore congratulate those good people who have
given us a chance to go back in time and hopefully to meet old
school pals not seen for years.

Writing from the Castlefore perspective it was a great privilege tc
attend this school and to meet all the other various boys and gir's
from the area. Making the long trek from Castlefore was no easy
matter especially in wet weather, but this was an education in itse'f
crossing over Drumany Bridge, visiting the stone graves in the area.
the old church and well in Doherty's land, the underground river anc
other aspects of rural life giving one a great start in life, something
today's pupils miss on school buses. No talk then of underage drink.
vandalism, drugs or ripping the seats on the bus! We never thought
when passing the old canal, overgrown and the remains of tmber
gates rotting away that we would see the day when cabin cruisers
would be passing up and down, often with the sound of French
Dutch or German accents. Well done to those who sanctioned the
project on a North/South basis and with EU funding.

S S, o ~
BB T g
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Front Row, Left to Right: Front row, Gabriel McGlynn, Sean Beirne,
Brendan Cafferty, Jim Shanley, John Cafferty.

Back Row, Left to Right: Leo Cafferty, John T. Maguire, Eddie Cafferty,
Hugh Maguire.

It was always a pleasure to meet the old men of the vicinity on the
way to school, people like "Peeler” Moran, old James Doherty and of
course little" immy McGovern, named "little” not that he was in fact
small, but to distinguish him from a bigger man of the same name,
"Big" Jimmy. Little immy had a quarry and also a shop which he ran
along with his sister. Young lads used to marvel at him quarrying out
limestone, sometimes setting off a bit of dynamite to dislodge the
more stubborn ones. Often of course we eyed up his orchard which
he so jealously guarded with an eye to paying an unsolicited wisit to it
later on.

The school itself was a pleasant place presided over by Master
Reynolds and various other lady teachers. It was like a lot of the
good old national schools in that in an era where everyone did not
get a secondary education, the national often gave a wide ranging

Back Row, Left to Right: Clare McGovern, Seamus
Mcgovern, Gerald Cull.

Front Row, Left to Right: Josephine and Marie McGovern,
Martina Cull, Noel and Cyril McGovern.

egducaton ~nch prepared people for life, and as
such. often went outside it's remit. Master Reynolds
seemed 10 De there for a lifetime, and before him
Master Fiynn anc I'm glad to say a Master Cafferty

e that —owever | will leave it to others to give
nistory of the school and it's former
teachers. | am trying 10 look at matters from a

CASTLEFORE
- IT'S HISTORY PAST AND RECENT

Castlefore is at a five cross-road junction (six if one
includes the Drumany road) and the townland of
Castlefore is often used as a kind of colloquial name
to include other townlands like my own Gubroe and
Leamonish. It was often thought that it got it's name
from the Castle built by Colonel Coote towards the
middle of the |600s and is described in by James
McPartlan M.D. (1802) in the old English style as
stuate "between Fena and Cascargan on the edge of a deep marsh,
about 100 perches east of the road".

McParlan also says in reference to Castlefore "AS to villages in this
county the houses don't at all cluster together; and though all the
teneantry are in co-partnership, they build their houses asunder, on
separate parts of the same farm. | don't know a village in the county
but one, viz, Castlefore, containing from thirty to forty houses-it lies
between Ballinamore and Keshcarrigan® Thus was Castlefore often
described as an onginal "town" of Leitrim,

When the French who landed at Killala were making their way to
Ballinamuch following on their short lived victory and inevitable
defeat, they passed through Castlefore on the old Keshcarrigan road
and up through Leamonish on their way to Cloone. It is indeed pos-
sible that some of the local inhabitants joined this by now bedraggled
army as it was later that disaster set in. In some cases though, wiser
counsel prevailed and poor ill trained peasants, with hardly anything
but their enthusiasm, were advised to return to their homes and
avoid the wrath that was to come.
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l.rom the [-olklore or
Pacrick Reynolds

No Book would de completre wichout the
[-olklore of Pacrick Reynolds

Cual Cille

In the North West of the Parish is the smallest townland in the
County - Church Field. In Church Field stands Cul Cille, the ruins of a
church. Little is known of Cul Cille, but tradition says that when the
saints were building the church, a fisherman passed from the nearby
lake - Loch na Carraigin. They asked the fisherman for some fish. He
refused. The Saints cursed the lake and said no fish would be taken
there for many a day. Loch na Carraigin was then known as the
Fishless Lake. To commemorate this event the Saints cut out two fish,
one engraved, the other in relief on a stone in the jamb on the right
of the doorway. They are still to be seen there.

Che (Mass Rock

A few hundred yards from Cul Cille is the Mass Rock, a grim
reminder of Penal Times, where the disguised priest celebrated mass,
while members of his flock kept watch from the tops of the neigh-
bouring hills for the hated soldiers and much more hated priest
hunters,

According to tradition a Yeoman on horseback, stood beside the rock
while Mass was in progress but miraculously the priest and Mass
goers were shielded from his sight. To commemorate this act of
God's intervention it is said that the shape of the horses front hooves
were carved into the rock.

St. Pacrick's el

A further couple of hundred yards from the Mass Rock is a Holy
Well, St Patrick's Well, from which, tradition holds that St. Patrick pass-
Ing by, baptised some of the native inhabitants.

Cucoigerioc O Ouignan

The O'Duignans kept a bardic school at Castlefore (Baile Coillte
Foghair). One of them Cucoigcrioc O'Duignan was one of the Four
Masters of the Annals of the Four Masters

St. Cailllins Bell

St. Caillins Bell or as it is more
popularly known Clog na Riog
(the bell of kings) is still to be
seen at the Parochial House
in Fenagh. St. Caillins' bell was
used as a font or well at the
baptism of nineteen Irish
Kings or Chiefs. It was also
used at the settiing of dis-
putes among chiefs, so many
times the fill of Clog na Riog
of gold and so many horses
was a common 'Eric' or fine,
Tradition says that one greedy
chief removed the tongue
(ringer) from inside the bell
to make more room for the
gold. That is why there is not
tongue in the bell today.

lenagh - Ouan Baile

When the Tuatha De Danann defeated the Fomorians at the Battle of
Moytura in Co. Sligo, the Fomorians fled, pursued by the Tuatha De
Danann who overtook them and killed nine of their chiefs at Fenagh,
This district is since known as Magh Rein, the plain of track, over
which Fomorians ran,

Odan Baile - ]_ough Remn

Conang beag Eaglach (Conang the Fearless), the 65th Monarch of
Ireland in the Irish Regal List who flourished 400 years before the
Christian era, lived at Fenagh for fifteen years. Here he built a major
stone fortress. Dun Baile was its name. One day his son Cabtach
(Coffa) went to battle in the nearby lake, accompanied by, among
others, his nurse, Rein. While bathing the boy got into difficulties.
Nurse Rein rushed to his assistance. Both were drowned. Ever since,
the lake is known as Lough Rein, in honour of Nurse Rein. Conag
then left Fenagh.

Oolmen - Near [-enagh

Conall Gulban, Son of Niall of the
Nine Hostages was killed at Fenagh
when they were raiding the district.
The Dolmen near Fenagh marks his
grave.

lenagh Abbeys

Aodh Finn, Chief of
Fenagh, on his conver-
sion to Christianity by
St. Caillin, gave up to
him his Cathair or
stone fortress so that
he might erect his
monasitc building with-
in it. There is a tradi-
tion that when St.
Caillin began to build
nis church, an evil spirit,
the devil, by night
knocked down what was build by day. One night the Saint set a trap
and caught the evil one, whom he duly punished in front of the
monks next morning. To perpetuate the memory of this victory over
the devil, St. Caillin had a rope of stone engraved on the Eastern
Gable with the figure of the evil one attached to it. St. Caillin erected
his monastic buildings in the sixth century. Here a celebrated divinity
school was established. Students flocked to it from all over Ireland
and also from the Continent of Europe.

Crom Cruac

Crom Cruac was the great pagan God of Ireland. According to tradi-
tion Crom Cruac stood at Edentenny. The water running out of the
rock 1s Guth Ard (high voice) where St. Patrick raised his voice in
anger when he saw visiting chiefs prostrating themselves before
Crom. Some will say that the stones into which the Druids were
turned by St. Patrick stood north east of Fenagh. Is it a co-incidence
that the townland at Edentenny is called Longstone? Crom Cruac
was a giant stone.

Conclusion

So ends our trip into the mythical and historical past a trip that would
always begin with the words;

‘overlooking our school is a hoary Dolmen. ............
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Treasured Memories
From Drumany

National School
By John Joe McLoughlin, New Jersey, U.S.A.

For years now, | have had the pleas-
ure of viewing the New York City
St. Patrick’s day parade as it comes
up Sth Avenue. The bagpipers and
marchers stream by in a multitude
of greens and oranges. As they pass
the bagpipers and drummers play
songs that remind me of my child-
hood. Specifically, my early days
which were spent in Drumany
School.

| began my education at Drumany
School in 1936 at the tender age of
five. With my books and pencils
neatly tucked into my satchel, | eagerly began my journey walking
around the Lough with several other children.

When we arrived at school, Ms. Mulligan greeted us. She taught the
lower infants, up until the third class. In an effort to keep our interest.
she taught with toys and marbles to learn maths and writing. To this
day, my lessons learned in Drumany School carry with me. For exam-
ple, | always begin my writing with up slanted and down straight.

Another activity of Ms. Mulligan's was to say the Rosary in front of the
Virgin Mother at noon. This, | believe was to say thank you for the
small blessings in life. | can recall that she stood at a large oak table.

We were easily persuaded to learn what Ms. Mulligan taught us. Her
incentives to learn were too much to just let go by. Many times she
rewarded us by giving a jaunt around in her motorcar. | believe it was
a baby Austin with the licence plate of IT 1939.Though at times we
had to push it around the Lough to get started. It is a memory that
will never be forgotten.

At the end of the school year, Ms. Mulligan would bring in a gallon of
sweets for us. She refused to hand them out, but rather enjoyed the
pleasure of seeing us scramble in the playground after she threw
them high up into the air.

Another fond memory of Ms. Mulligan was the fact that she was
never absent from her teaching duties. Considering that the roads in
those days were not in the best of shape, she drove quite a distance
from Dromod.

One year, Ms. Mulligan even prepared us for our First Holy
Communion. It has become a classic memory. She would act as the
priest by hearing our confessions and then practising how we were to
take our first wafer. We would kneel in front of her with our hands
joined to take the communion. Because we were practising, Ms.
Mulligan used paper cut out to symbolise the body of Christ. | can
recall that some of the children apparently did not know you were
supposed to swallow the paper.

Eventually Ms. Mulligan moved on from our school to be Head
Mistress somewhere else. Succeeding her was a Ms. Burke. She never
knew all of our names. | believe she may have forgotten them
because she had her mind on other things, mainly her unhappiness in
living and teaching around Lough Carraigin. Apparently teacher’s col-

lege never prepared her for living in the "country”. She lasted only a
short time, where as Ms. Mulligan was in Drumany for 22 years.

When Ms. Mulligan was finished teaching the third class, and from
chauffeuring us around, we proceeded to Master Reynolds room. It
was on the other side of a beautiful glass partition. Under the order
of Eamon de Velera, Master Reynolds taught all of his subjects in Irish.
For some children, learning in Irish was a very difficult task.

| can recall that we had a map of Ireland, reinforced with tape, in one
of the classrooms. We used the map to learn the names of all the
counties in Ireland along with the capitals in Gaelic. Another use for
the well-worn map was to visualise in what parts of Ireland our histo-
ry had taken place.To me, Irish history was very interesting. We
learned about the Fenians, tuatha da Dannon and Naper Tandy.

In order to make the children more
rounded individuals, the school
believed in teaching us some practi-
cal lessons in life. On Tuesdays the
mistress taught the girls sewing
while the boys had to go outside
and weed around the school. That's
what they called being creative.
Some of the fonder memories, of
my early education, are based on
recollections of the people that lived
and worked near the school. There
was Mrs. O'Rourke, who lived next
door to the school, to our delight.
She had to be a saint to put up with |

- fifty noisy children every year. On a
regular basis, balls would sail through the
air into her flower garden. | believe that
she was reluctant to give the balls back
as penance for destroying her nastertions
and geraniums. We all remember [im
Earley’s limekiln. The men who worked
there must have had lungs of steel. To add
a little spice to our lives in june 1943, a
Mr Curran came to teach us Irish step
dancing. For two hours in the evening he
taught us to dance at the price of three
pence per head.

Sean McLoughlin
and Majella Bohan

Christy McLoughlin

In those years, the War was raging in Europe. It was especially hard
for my family as our only sister; Esther had passed on July 4th, 1943 at
the age of 13. She was the second person to be buried in the then
new graveyard.

Drumany School was built by local farmers who used their horses
and carts to draw sand and stones under the direction of Peter
Darcy, a mason by trade from Drumrackin.

The Parish priest would act as the manager of the schools. The
priests’, as | recall, were Father Clancy, whom we were all scared of.
Father Kearny, who everybody loved. Then Father Rattigan, a jovial
man with a kind word for everyone, who could play the part of
Father O'Malley in "Going My Way." Each Christmas, he brought Santa
to the school. He always brought us nice toys. Also, Father Frawly
who decided to join the army. | guess life in Foxfield was too dull for
him. Each year the school had an average of fifty children.

While some of the teachers were severe on pupils, we still had a
great love for learning. Life in those days was simple and happy.

It is so good to know that the beautiful old ballads we learned in
Drumany School like Boolavgue, the Croppy Boy, God save Ireland
and bold Fenian Men are still played as the Irish march up 5th Avenue
in New York every St. Patrick's Day. | will never forget my many fond
memories that Drumany School provided me in my childhood.
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TEACHERS

Principal
Oct 1864 - Jan 1866
Mr Thomas Early

Jan 1866 - October 1906
James Cafferty

October 1906 - July 1927
John Flynn

July 1927 - July 1963
Patrick Reynolds

July 1963 - Dec 1972
Anna Reynolds

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

Kathleen Flynn
Mary Rose Keegan
Rosaleen McGarry

Mary Flynn

Assistants

Oct 1865 - April 1869
Ms Mary Anne Roddy

April 1869 - July 1878
Miss Trs Maguire

July 1878 - October 1921
Ms. Honoria McCartan

(Mrs Beime)

Oct 1921 - July 1944
Miss Bridget Keaveney

(Mrs Mulligan)

October 1944 - Jan 1946
Miss Dympna Burke

Drumany National
Schools 1864-1972

1937

(947

1956

1972

February 1946 - Feb '48
Miss Kathleen Neary

March 1948 - May 1949
Miss Maureen Kilcoyne

May 1949 - Oct 1954
Miss Sinead Kenny

Nov 1954 - April '56
Miss Eibhlin M. McGuinness

July 1956 - July 1961
Miss Maura Reynolds

Sept 1961 - July 1962
Miss Kathleen Agnes Doris

July 1962 - July 1963
Miss Anna Reynolds

July 1963 - Nov 1972
Miss Carmel Melia

john Flynn
Principal in Drumany N.S.
1906 - 1927

John Flynn succeeded James Cafferty as Principal in Drumany
National School on the [0th October [906. He brought with him a
very high reputation having "raised two schools from very low to
moderately high standards" having taught in Belmullet Boys School

I 1th July 1904 to January 1905 when he took up appointment as
Principle Teacher in Newtownforbes boys school.

John Flynn was an excellent teacher. He was also an excellent gaelic
footballer playing for Leitrim for many years. He was also noted as an
administrator, playing a very important role in the organisation of the
Gaelic football within the county.

In 1927 John flynn transferred to teach in Kilmore (Cornagee) School
in the parish of Ballinaglera. Here he taught and resided and finished
his teaching years. He died in 1952,

Brigid Keaveney Mulligan

Brigid Keaveney Mulligan taught for twenty-three years in Drumany
National School (1921 — 1944). She was a very kind and understand-
ing teacher. She was also very dedicated and inspiring.

One of the past pupils recalls, "We were easily persuaded to learn
what Mrs Mulligan taught us. Her incentives to learn were too much
to just let go by. Many times she rewarded us by giving us a jaunt
around in her motorcar. Another fond memory of Mrs Mulligan was
at the end of the school year she would bring a gallon of sweets. She
refused to hand them out, but rather enjoyed the pleasure of seeing
us scramble in the play ground after she threw them high up in the

air-.
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Memories of School

By John Leyden,
Derrinkeip. o=

My earliest memory of
my school days at
Drumany is in fact
my first day at
school in the ke
spring of 1921  ;
at the age of
four and half
years. The

old

Drumany
School was
one large
room, like a
hall with a

coal fire

stove at

either end.

As | walked
into the school
on my first
morning | went
up to the Masters .

end, who was john T |

Flynn (later replaced by ‘ Leyden
Master Reynolds) and | Children 1928
asked him if | could open the Outside Old School
door of the stove to see If the

duck had laid an egg. It's a memory that has never left me.

Also in my memory of those early years was the practice at that tme
of allowing children to go to school barefooted in the summer tme.
Children looked forward to this, because, it seemed to give them a
sense of freedom. | should add of course, that | seem to remember
that our summers were better and longer. However there were usu-
ally problems on Sundays when shoes had to be put on, the feet had
swollen during the week. | would imagine that the practice of children
going barefooted ceased a long time ago.

| also seem to remember that pupils occasionally asked for "early
leave" from school usually granted after play hour, to help on the farm
during busy periods. No doubt the practice also ceased a long time
ago.

My Memories of

Drumany School
Bridgid Greenan Duggan.

Master Reynolds was a very special teacher and | always went to see
him and Mrs Reynolds when | came home. When | got sick the
Master would send me down to his house for Mrs Reynolds to take
care of me.The house smelt so lovely from what she was cooking
and the warm fire and her special kindness seemed to make me well.

| was taken out of school after my Leaving Cert., because | was need-
ed at home. But | was heartbroken and cried all the way home!

Thank God for Drumany and all my Friends | left behind.

Memories

By Maureen Pace Greenan RIP

As you are probably aware, all of us shared one room for all lessons
but thanks to Master Reynolds, we all left school being able to read,
write and do our mental arithmetic and | have no problems even
today.

It is pitiful to watch so many young people, today. panic unless they
have a calculator at the ready. The brain, which is the best computer
of all time, is being left to die. Mankind, in general seems to be going
headlong into self-destruction.

Enough Said and enough preaching, ha!

x g Ty oM
. WL T o

Greening Family

My Memories

Maureen Adley Howard

My younger brother Gerald Adley and myself went to live with our
grandparents, Michael and Annie Melia in Drumany while our Father
was ill in hospital. | was about four years of age and Gearald was
younger .It would have been around 1946.

| remember not wanting to wear shoes to school (probably because
others didn't) and my Aunt Lizzie telling me | must because | was
English. So | hid them under a bush and went barefooted! | also
remember taking jam sandwiches, probably for my lunch, but | didn't
remember eating them! | also remember one afternoon the priest
came into the classroom, and | think we must have been naughty
because we were all lined up along the classroom wall and caned.
Sadly they are all my memories in Drumany School.

| have very fond

memories of living in Ireland, with my
grandparents also Uncles John, Paddy and
Tom and Aunt Lizzie, sadly all passed away
now. We had great time getting the hay in,
going to the well to collect water, and chas-
ing the chickens. We were only there about
two years, as when | was six we returned
to England.

Maureen Adley Howard
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| wonder,

D r u m a ny Little School, thinking of you now,

If your once wainscot walls

Still echo voices. . ..
| The poems, the rhymes, the roll-call names
s c h o o I Of pupils present, in far off times;
Or if, from the deep recesses of
2 | Your attic-memory,
(A Trl b“te) You recall sights and sounds of by-gone days;
The fights, and fun, and playground games
And, re-calling, really relish

Master's telling of Folklore Tales?

| wonder!

Dear Old School,
Scarcely do we recognise you!

What you were, you now no longer are! .
/ 4 s S0 here we are this August Day,

Your pupils past (hot every one)

Now present again, at long, long last,

A kind of metamorphic change!

As a butterfly newly adorned

You too look beautiful,

To re-live our lives of Yester-year
Reclining in restful retirement,

And renew acquaintances and

Snug, in your cosy sylvan surround. Friendships dear

Sadly now, for our School Pals dead,
A fervent prayer to God be said.

Rest You in Peace!

You were not always thus

When generations of Infant- Pupils, in awe,

First, timidly entered your portals;

Or when big, boisterous boys and girls Adlicin awhils]
Frolicked carefree on your playgrounds green; Til we meet agdin
In God's Good Time.

A final tribute to our Teachers True, |

Who skilfully taught us

To read, to write and cipher too.

Or, on wet days, on your tiled porch- floor
Agile lads, shod in heel-tipped Hob-nails,
Vigorously, in hunkered and feverish competition,
Tapped out that silly, funny, Frog-Dance

& encﬂess, ‘apio e petton; You laid foundations solid and sound
Different too from your former self, E oF firthier leamibg
And for life's profound,
All- embracing education of human kind,
Of soul, of body and of mind!
A Oidi Uaisle uile,
Ard-mheas 's Mor-bhuiochas daoibh
Agus Sibhse a Mhuinteoiri a d ' eag,

(Ar Maistir ionraic, Pcidraig Mac Raghnall

Then standing coldly aloof;
Back to Lough and Mountain fair,

Facing Southward o'er rocky fields and limekiln ruin;
And Westward, towards the setting sun
Where stands a Sacred Rock of Penal Days,

On which was offered, in humble adoration,
Our Saviour's Saving Sacrifice,

2 autiawed Friest.and. people poor 'S ar Maistreas ionuin, Bean Ui Mhaolagain),
(Though rich in Heavenly Inspiration) | bhFaitheas De go raibh sibh araon,
And, we this day salute you, Faithful People, EoshEl Pt v Mgt

- ration!
In joyous and reverent admiration Pat Muldoon
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Thanks To All Our
Sponsors

Michael Bohan, Drumcara.
T.E. McGovern, Ballinamore.
McNiffe's Tastes of Leitrim Bakery.
Brian O'Dowd, Autofresh Services.
Smith’s Siopa Ol, Ballinamore.
Michael Bohan, Drumcara.
Charles & Kay Egan, Aughnasheelin.
McNiffe’s Tastes of Leitrim Bakery.
Patrick MclLoughlin, Corraphort.
McDevitt's Chemist, Ballinamore.
Frank Maxwell, Ballinamore.

Joe & Mary Smith, Ballinamore.

Dr. Sean Bourke, Ballinamore.
Kieran's Chemist, Ballinamore.
Colm’s Health Food Store, Ballinamore.
Gabriel Toolan, Solicitor, Ballinamore.
Frank Mulvey, Ballinamore Cabs.

Jim, Dalton, Ballinamore Agricultural Stores.
Brendan Brennan, Sliabh an larainn Sunset.
McNiffe's Tastes of Leitrim Bakery.
Brian Meehan, Drumshanbo.
Mulvey's Farmer's Store, Drumshanbo.
Cold Chon.

Dennis Flynn.

Hubert McCormick.

Stephen Reynolds.

Brendan Flynn, Ardee.

Annette Irwin, Newport Pagnell.
Maura & Seamus Mulvey, Longford.
Des & Kathleen Foley, Keshcarrigan.
McNiffe’s Tastes of Leitrim Bakery.
Cold Chon.

Dr Sean Bourke.

Detta & Nicholas Power, Ballinasloe.
This page in Memory of:- Annie & Patrick Reynolds, Drumany.
This page in Memory of - Hugh & Padraig Reynolds, Drumany.
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